TRUMPET VOLUNTARY
bursting) — If you are not crying, you probably know that you are
at that stage when you must not, and it needs no forcing. Of
course there was Tennyson's "Rose a nurse of ninety years, Set
his child upon her knees, Like summer tempest came her tears — "
but there, too, I have never been convinced that Rose did the
right thing ; she was probably past her work and should have been
superannuated (or by "Rose" did the poet merely mean that a
nameless nurse got up ? — The text is a little obscure ; there remains
no doubt, however, but that she was ninety).
Early in life we are taught Stoicism : The Spartan Boy, etc. ;
the fox likes it, and so forth* That it is babyish to cry, was one of
our first lessons. Then these bogus women arrive later on in a
rest-gown, and upset the whole idea while they go through the
gestures and tones and words of healer and life-giver.
How niggardly that our language only provides one word:
"Woman", to cover both the life-givers and the life-takers.
Luckily, I can supply out of my encounters with the life-takers, aa
abundance of pleasurable synonyms. For these are the devil
women, the toughs, the get-away-with-murder women, the
Estraperlos.
To explain Estraperlos, I cannot do better than quote from a
document which was shown to me in March, 1943 :
For centuries Spain has been known as the country ofmanana where
die current slogan has been never to do today what you can possibly
put off until tomorrow.
Today, the most common word in Spain is Estraperlo indicating
blackmarket profiteering in all forms.
partner named Perle. After failing to arrange a boxing match between
Max Schmeling and the then, champion of Spain, Strauss tamed his
attention to obtaining a concession from the Spanish authorities to
During the Republic in 1933 when Lerroux was in power, there
appeared in Spain a Mexican adventurer named Strauss with a French
ed Per
Max Schmeling and the then, champion of Spain, Strauss tamed his
ention to obtaining a concession from the Spanish authorities to
loit a game of chance, a kind of manipulatable roulette which he
his partner Perle had invented and given the name of Straperlo.
The public, however, was so incensed at suspected corruption in
high places that after a debate in the Cortes, the concession was
withdrawn,
However, the name "Straperlo", or rather "Estraperlo" the Spanish
corruption of this composite word, had come to stay, and has now
become synonymous with suny form of chicanery, graft, blackmarket
and the like.
Estraperlo is now rife in Spain from the highest to the lowest. In
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